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From the Pastor

Sacred Spaces

O

ctober marks several intersections
of our collective lives. We have
World Communion Sunday, Indigenous
Peoples' Day, National Coming Out Day,
and Halloween. It is also the time when we
prepare for celebrating the centennial of
our grand church building.
But here in the 21st Century, we can't just
celebrate this building without a discussion about
what nurturing this Sacred Space means. Of course,
we love our building and our grounds. We imagine all
of the people who have walked the halls of this great
church, all of the baptisms, baby dedications,
weddings, funerals, plays, concerts and classes that
have taken place in these walls. We are especially
attuned to the grounds and the reimagined gardens
that have taken root just as the colors begin to
change.
But what about the forgotten history of precolonial
Minnesota? What about the Dakota who considered
the river and its falls holy? What about the Ojibwe
who traded at the great falls and who might have
camped and even performed religious ceremonies on

the very land that we now occupy? How
do we deal with the fact that the land we
call home was once stolen from our
Native kinfolk? What memories does the
land hold? What memories are simply too
inconvenient for us to name?
Some say that the U.S.'s original sin is
racism. While that is certainly true, it was
not just toward people of African descent but the
original inhabitants of the land. To make matters even
worse, too many of our ancestors manipulated
Scripture to justify their "property rights."
I'm glad that we are part of the Alliance of Baptists
Thrive Initiative that looks at systemic racism and the
Minnesota Council of Churches' Truth and
Reparations initiative. Coming to terms with our
history is an important part of our healing.
We need to remember that manifest destiny is a form
of idolatry. True Christianity is about liberation. It's
about loving neighbor as ourselves. It's about
believing that God will help us redeem the broken
Continued on page 2
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OCTOBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Worship Theme: Sacred Spaces
Oct. 3
Oct. 17
Preaching: Doug Donley
Preaching: Doug Donley
Worship Leader: Megan Dahlberg
Worship Leader: Betty Shaw
Scripture: Exodus 17:1-7
Scripture: Psalm 71
Sermon: “Water is Life”
Sermon: “Refugees”
Oct. 10
Oct. 24
Preaching: Doug Donley
Preaching: Karen Swenson
Worship Leader: Deidre Druk
Worship Leader: Jean Lubke
Scripture: Deuteronomy 34:1-6
Scripture: TBD
Sermon: “The Promised Land”
Sermon: TBD
Oct. 31
Preaching: Doug Donley
Worship Leader: Megan Dahlberg
Scripture: Exodus 34:29-35
Sermon: “Masks”

Fire in the Bones opportunity!

With everything going on in life today - racism, climate change, pandemics, refugees and asylum seekers,
political division and gridlock, and more - have words been roiling inside you waiting for the perfect
outlet? Have you felt the fire in your bones aching to be released? During frigid January, let your internal
fires warm us.
Pastor Doug and Kim will be taking an extended vacation in January and the pulpit will be open January
9, 16, 23, and 30. If you would be interested in preaching the sermon / delivering the message on one of
those Sundays, please let Jean Lubke or Pastor Doug know as soon as possible.

Pastor – continued
portions of our lives. It's about setting people free. That's the God I want to celebrate. That's the sacred action
that I like to think has been the hallmark of our church for its 171 years of history. And I look forward to seeing
what other sacred action we might take on in the next century of our presence on 13th and University.
Blessings and Peace,
Doug Donley
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UNIVERSITY BAPTIST CHURCH
COVID-19 PROTOCOL
FOR USE OF BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
INDOOR GUIDELINES
•

•
•

For worship services and other formal and informal group gatherings, masks
and six-foot distancing are required for all, whether or not vaccinated, including
while singing and while speaking in-person during Joys & Concerns. Those
speaking from the pulpit may remove their masks while speaking.
Tenants and others who are alone in their own offices do not need to wear
masks.
Sanitizing hands and surfaces is strongly encouraged.

OUTDOOR GUIDELINES
•

Masks and six-foot distancing are strongly encouraged; this includes singing.

Updated 9/19/2021

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

OCTOBER FORUMS FOCUS ON OUR SACRED SPACE
As forums resume this month, our theme is "sacred
space," exploring our relationship to UBC's little acre
at what is now University & 13th Avenues SE. This will
prepare us to celebrate our cornerstone's centennial
on Nov. 7! Watch for more details in the bulletins and
in pastor's weekly updates.

Oct. 3 - Tour of our locations since 1850
Oct. 10 - Sermon talk back and discussion of our
location's indigenous history
Oct. 17 - Rain garden tour
Oct. 24 - Our building's history, cornerstone laid in
1921
Oct. 31 - Magic of masks - medical, general health,
and Halloween (wear yours!)

Due to COVID precautions, forums this fall will
generally be held in the sanctuary and start at 11:15
am. We hope to livestream or offer a Zoom option.

If you have questions or forum ideas, contact forum
coordinator Gayla Marty at gaylamarty@gmail.com

ABCUSA Anti-Racism Symposium
On Saturday, Oct. 30, the ABCUSA Anti-Racism Task Force will host a virtual Anti-Racism Symposium. The
focus of this symposium is: The Prophetic Rhythm of Anti-Racism.
For more info, go to https://www.abc-usa.org/2021/09/the-anti-racism-task-force-we-press-on/
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

3
9 am Joys & Concerns
10 am Worship
11:15 am Forum

4
5 pm Inter
Spanish
6:15 pm
Beg Spanish

5
7 pm
Memoir
Group

6
5:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Bells

10
9 am Joys & Concerns
10 am Worship
11:15 am Forum

11
5 pm Inter
Spanish
6:15 pm
Beg Spanish
18
5 pm Inter
Spanish
6:15 pm
Beg Spanish
7 pm Knitting
Group
25
5 pm Inter
Spanish
6:15 pm
Beg Spanish

12
7 pm
Anti-Racism
Group

13
5:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Bells
20
7:30 pm
Bells

17
9 am Joys & Concerns
10 am Worship
11:15 am Forum
12:30 Council

24
9 am Joys & Concerns
9:15 am Drop in Choir
10 am Worship
11:15 am Forum

19
7 pm
Memoir
Group

26
7 pm
Anti-Racism
Group

27
5:45 pm
Choir
7:30 pm
Bells

Thurs

Fri

Sat

1

2
9 am
Bible Study
9
1 pm
Book Group

7
8
10 am
Garden Team
6:30 pm
Caregivers
Support
Group
14
15
10 am
Garden Team

21
22
10 am
Garden Team

23

28
29
30
10 am
Loaves
Garden Team and Fishes

Newsletter
deadline

31
9 am Joys & Concerns
10 am Worship
11:15 am Forum

Want to Sing?
A new UBC choral opportunity
If you are interested in participating in the choir but are challenged by the
rehearsal and performance schedule, feel free to "drop in" on the fourth
Sunday at 9:15 am for a 30-minute rehearsal and singing that Sunday. Everyone
is welcome! Please contact David Lesniaski, Music Director, for more details.
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What’s Going On
Sunday Morning Worship
9 am – Joys & Concerns via Zoom
ZOOM INFO: Meeting ID 839 4725 7444 passcode 257750
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83947257444?pwd=cFZCWEdqUkR0RDgwT0JwT3hrQ3FpUT09_

10 am – Worship in the sanctuary
(In-person Joys and Concerns will follow the live service after the livestreaming has
ended for privacy’s sake. There is no coffee hour.)

10 am - Livestreaming service on the UBC YouTube page (search University Baptist Church
Minneapolis MN).
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Bible Study – Oct. 2 & 16 (1st & 3rd Sat.) at 9 am.
Our focus will be on 1 Thessalonians chapter 1. New and occasional members are always
welcome. If you have any questions, please contact Diane Ehr at DianeEhr@q.com.
ZOOM INFO: Meeting ID: 886 6992 0103 passcode: 613038
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88669920103?pwd=dnozWEYzQUh1RU5HUTFWcVd3ZFY1Zz09

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Spanish classes – Mondays (Intermediate 5-6 pm, Beginners
6:15-7:15 pm)
If you are new to Spanish or not yet ready for conversations, the Beginning Class is a great option for you. In
the Beginning Class, we focus on vocabulary development and verb conjugation. If you are comfortable with
basic Spanish, vocabulary and verb conjugation, the Intermediate Class would be good fit for you. In the
Intermediate Class, we read, write, and discuss in Spanish. If you have any questions, please contact Anielka
Montiel at anymontiel22@gmail.com or 651-295-4590.
ZOOM INFO: meeting ID 836 6517 4632 passcode 216793
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83665174632?pwd=Um9Pem0zOEZQcWpkMU5kYkNqNTFPdz09

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Memoir Writing Group – Oct. 5 & 19 (every other Tues.) at 7 pm
New prompts include Year 2, Apple, Sweater, Football or anything else that you
feel moved to write about. If you have any questions, please contact Trish Donley
at patricia.donley63@gmail.com.
ZOOM INFO: Meeting ID: 810 6944 9838 passcode: 244380
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81069449838?pwd=ZWNIUmMzNXRSYlFYaHJUczk2ZmRoUT09

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Bells and Choir Rehearsal – Wednesdays evenings in the church sanctuary.
Please see the calendar for specific times.
________________________________________________________________________________________
5
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More of What’s Going On
Garden Team – Thursdays at 10 am
Come help beautify our church gardens! We have tools and gloves available, and will mostly work
on weeding, pruning and watering. Park in the Mormon lot or behind the church. If you have any
questions, please contact Trish Donley at patricia.donley63@gmail.com.
_________________________________________________________________________

Caregivers Support Group – Oct. 7 (1st Thurs.) at 6:30 pm.
UBCers who have an elderly parent meet for support. If you have any questions, please
contact Jean Lubke at lubk0001@umn.edu.
ZOOM INFO: meeting ID 854 4842 3829 passcode 289297
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85448423829?pwd=R0d6eXNvcFdwTE5GRUpWQ3EvM1A1dz09

________________________________________________________________________________________

UBC Grace in Contemporary Literature by Women Book Group – Oct. 9 (2nd Sat.)
at 1 pm via Zoom. The book this month is Maybe You Should Talk to Someone: A Therapist, Her
Therapist and Our Lives Revealed by Lori Gottlieb. If you have any questions, please contact
Chris Follett at chrisf2828@yahoo.com.
ZOOM INFO: meeting ID 815 2376 4072 passcode 525996
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82720573517?pwd=VHM4M0paV0lEKzVzQjZuZkl3aVluUT09

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Anti-Racism Discussion and Action Group – Tues., Oct. 12 & 26
(every other Tues) at 7 pm. On Oct. 12, we will learn about the Minnesota
Council of Churches’ Truth and Reparations Program. Subsequent meetings, the
group will read and discuss Trouble the Water, A Christian Resource for Work of
Racial Justice, edited by Michael-Ray Mathews, Marie Clare P. Onwubuariri, and Cody J. Sanders. Copies
available, funded by the THRIVE grant. If you have any questions, please contact Denise Roy or Doug Donley.
ZOOM INFO: Meeting ID: 810 6944 9838 passcode: 244380
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81069449838?pwd=ZWNIUmMzNXRSYlFYaHJUczk2ZmRoUT09

__________________________________________________________________________________________
UBC-FCC Knitting Group – Oct. 18 (3rd Mon.) at 7 pm at the home of Cynthia
Hobbie. The group is made up of stitchers from UBC and First Congregational Church. All
are welcome! If you have any questions, please contact Chris Follett at
chrisf2828@yahoo.com.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Loaves & Fishes – Fri., Oct. 29 at 1816 Portland Ave. S., Mpls 55404 (new
location). Parking is available on Portland Ave. or in the small lot on the alley west
of the building. We’ll be doing the same meal that we have done but on a smaller
scale. We’ll need about four people for preparation between 2-5 pm and about six
people for preparing to-go containers from 5-6:30 pm. And we’ll need a couple
people to help with clean-up until about 7 pm. Let Steve Lee know at steven.lee@thrivent.com or 612-8448194 or 763-645-9499 if you would like to help.
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Special Offering
for September and October
Nicaraguan Ministries and
Programs
Our September/October Mission offerings will
be supporting Nicaraguan ministries and
programs. This will include the Collegio
Bautista (our sister church's school) and
scholarship support for students. It might also
include other groups we have supported in the
past such as AMOS, Project Minnesota/Leon
(PML) and the Second Baptist Church in
Leon. You can send a check and write Nica
missions on the memo line, or go to our
website to donate electronically. Thank you for
your support of our Mission partners!
-Kim Donley, Outreach Co-Chair

October Birthdays
5
8
14
19
21
23
24
26
27
28

Online Giving Available
You can now donate funds electronically via the
UBC website. Go to ubcmn.org and scroll down
to the middle of the page and click on "Giving"
under “Quick Links.” You will have several
options for donations (pledge, Fellowship Fund,
mission offering, etc.).

Heather Kurtz
Melissa Walton
Anna Lovat
Lilly Wright
Clara Meinerts
Anne Supplee
Beth Wilson, Morgan Gray
Don Follett
Carrie Lubke
Atherton Wiseman

October Anniversaries
12
15
23
26

Click on one of them and indicate how much and
often you want to give. Please choose the
option to add a small amount to your gift to help
reduce processing fees. You may want to set up
an account with Vanco, our administrator, to
keep track of your giving.

Sue & Don Wester
John & Jinsil Lee
Lucas Moravek & Pete Dawson
Mindy & Steve Lee

If you have any questions, please see Denise Roy
or Chris Follett.
October 11, 2021
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Dedication of the Rain Gardens
A big THANK YOU
to the UBC garden team,
Mississippi Watershed Management Organization
(MWMO), Metro Blooms, Helping Hand
Communities, the Shape Note community and others
who helped make the UBC Rain Gardens a reality.
Click here to read about the UBC project on the
MWMO website. Click here for more photos.
Pastor Doug was interviewed for an article in the MN
Daily: https://mndaily.com/268931/news/four-raingardens-installed-at-university-baptist-church/

Barb Patterson, (upper right) coordinator of the project, and Pastor Doug
(below) speak at the dedication of the rain gardens on Sept. 19.
Photos by Jim Ross.
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the hoped-for trip to
Scandinavia next summer.
Robbie is 100% Scandinavian
and has already been there
twice years ago but is excited
to go again as a roadie for the
choir.

Getting to Know . . . Betsy Kerr

This feature highlights a
member of our UBC
family, answering select
questions from a list
provided.

What else have you enjoyed at UBC? I was very
pleased to be invited by Deidre Druk to join the antiracism film discussion group that started sometime in
2020. I particularly appreciated getting to know some
of the faithful members of the group and learned from
their knowledge and insights about so many aspects of
how racism has pervaded our history and current
culture. I’ve also enjoyed occasionally helping out at
the gardening sessions, and lately I’ve been helping
with the Meals on Wheels deliveries, though I still have
some trouble keeping straight the numbered streets
and avenues in the neighborhood!

Betsy, left and Robbie
Introduce yourself! I live with my spouse, Roberta
(Robbie) Steele, and our two cats in the extreme
northeast corner of Golden Valley, just north of
Theodore Wirth Park. I’m grateful to live there
because my greatest passion is nature, and birding in
particular. I retired from the U in January 2020 (just
before Covid struck!) after 39 ½ years of teaching
French language and linguistics. I’m still working on
figuring out the best uses of my time and talents
during retirement.

Have you ever been on the radio or TV? Yes, in 2013
during the debate on the Minnesota marriage
amendment, I was demonstrating at the Capitol when
I was interviewed by a Fox 9 reporter, and a small
snippet appeared on the evening TV news. I am so
grateful that I was right when I predicted that the
Republicans would rue the day they decided to push

What’s your connection to UBC? I’m honored to be
asked to introduce myself here since I’m not an official
member of the church. That’s what I appreciate most
about UBC—the very real welcome extended to
everyone who comes in the door. I was raised
Presbyterian and am a long-term member at a small
Presbyterian church, but I’ve been feeling more drawn
to UBC in recent months. I am amazed at how much
the church does in the areas of service and social
justice, despite a relatively small membership. You
really live out your commitment to the gospel!
How did you come to UBC? Our good friend Carol
Lilygren talked me into joining the handbell choir four
years ago, though I had no experience as a ringer. I’ve
stayed on and very much enjoy learning and making
music in this way. My partner Robbie spearheaded the
huge fund-raising garage sale that the group did at our
house two years ago, and we’re still looking forward to

for that amendment!
As I mentioned, my biggest passion is birding, so I’m
including a photo of two of the 100 or so Cedar
Waxwings that visited our backyard last October to
feed on the berries of our giant juniper hedge.
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President’s Column
THRIVE for Racial Justice Update

A

s you probably know, UBC is among
25 churches in 18 states selected to
participate in the Alliance of
Baptists’ five-year THRIVE For Racial
Justice project. With the first year
underway, this is a report on what’s been
happening and what’s coming up.

North Carolina, and Dr. Kevin Dougherty,
Associate Professor at Baylor University in
Texas. Dr. Marti’s research and teaching
focuses on race-ethnicity, religion,
identity, inequality and social change.
Among other things, Dr. Dougherty has
conducted research on congregation
proximity, attendance, and neighborhood
commitment.

Early this summer, Doug Donley and I
attended anti-racism trainings for THRIVE church
clergy and lay representatives. The excellent sessions
were run by Crossroads, an organization devoted to
organizing
and
training
toward
antiracist
transformation.

We expect to gain access to the THRIVE survey for
church community members any day now. We had a
great response to the sign-up effort earlier this
summer—over 40 UBCers stepped up to express
interest in completing the survey! The survey will be
distributed by email. We are counting on many to
complete it so that the information gleaned will be
representative.

This fall, there are three areas of THRIVE activity:
intensive sociologist interviews with five church
leaders and long-time members, a survey of the entire
community, and UBC’s own efforts to move forward
on antiracist transformation.

Each year of the project, UBC will receive a grant of
$2,200 to support THRIVE activities. For the time
being, the Anti-racism Group, which has decided to
expand beyond films and podcasts, will be the
primary think-tank for developing UBC’s THRIVE
activities. To begin, the group will be reading and
discussing Trouble the Water, A Christian Resource for
Work of Racial Justice, edited by Michael-Ray
Mathews, Marie Clare P Onwubuariri, and Cody J.
Sanders. Copies are funded by the THRIVE grant.

The sociologists directing the THRIVE project are in
the midst of conducting one-hour interviews with
UBC leaders and long-time members. Over
September and October, they will interview Pastor
Doug, Howard Johnson, Jean Lubke, Mindy Lee, and
myself. Later this fall or early next year we will receive
a report on the findings of the interviews.
Dr. Mark Mulder is the sociologist who is interviewing
UBC members. He is Department Chair and Professor
of Congregational and Ministry Studies at Calvin
University in Grand Rapids, Michigan. His teaching
interests include diversity and inequality in the U.S.
and urban sociology. His research interests include
urban studies, religion, race, and the concept of
“place.” The other THRIVE sociologists are Dr. Gerardo
Marti, Acting Chair of Sociology at Davidson College in

If you’re interested in reading Trouble the Water or
otherwise joining this effort, please attend an Antiracism Group meeting on alternating Tuesday
evenings or contact me at
denise.roy@mitchellhamline.edu or 612-408-3582.
-
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FINANCIAL SECRETARY’S REPORT
After one quarter, UBC operating income
for this fiscal year continues to be strong.
Pledges and rents total $60,476, which is
$476 greater than the pro-rata
expectations.

$3,000 due to some late rent from last
fiscal year and a payment for a special
event.
Other gifts and miscellaneous income
provide 3% of our budget. These are
mostly gifts made by pledgers beyond
their pledge or from people who did not pledge.
Based on past years, we expect about $10,000 in
donations for the entire year. Thanks to a large
undesignated donation in July, to date, we've received
$10,987.

UBC's projected operating income for
2021-22 is a little over $340,000. This includes the
final adjusted amount of $21,087 carry-forward from
2020-21 and the Foundation distribution of $54,739.
Most of our income (55%) comes from the pledges
made by members. On a pro-rata basis, we'd expect
$45,000 at the end of three months. We are running
behind on pledges received for the first quarter by
$2,530.

The Foundation distribution is 17%, which includes
9% ($29,406) for the facilities supervisor position.
The Foundation Funds are transferred to the UBC
checking account as needed by the Treasurer.

Expected annual rental income of $60,000 is 18% of
our budget. This category has a surplus of a little over
Operating Income 2021-22
Pledge Income
Rental Income
Other income*
Subtotal
Carry-forward
Foundation
Total Operating
Justice & Outreach
Total Budget

%
55%
18%
3%
6%
17%
100%

Budget
$180,000
$60,000
$10,000
$250,000
$21,087
$54,739
$325,826
$15,000
$340,826

Expected
$45,000
$15,000
$2,500
$62,500

Received
$42,469.26
$18,007.34
$10,987.00
$71,463.60

Over (short)
($2,530.74)
$3,007.34
$8,487.00
$8,963.60

$2,020.00

*individual gifts, loose offering & miscellaneous income
Our budget anticipates $15,000 in designated Justice & Outreach programs over the course of the year.
The Mission Offering for Sept. and Oct. supports our Nicaraguan ministries. We have received $400 for this
cause.
Chris Follett, Financial Secretary
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Want to try a new volunteer activity?
Do You Like to Decorate?
There is a volunteer activity for you!

Want to help combat
child hunger?

Refugee arrivals are continuing to pick up and we
anticipate a busy fall welcoming new Minnesotans. We
have a new volunteer opportunity that might be perfect
for you! Do you: enjoy decorating? want to volunteer for
a couple of hours at a time without a regular
commitment? have a flexible schedule? want to find a way
to be tangibly involved in welcoming refugees?

We continue to be involved with Every Meal
(formerly the Sheridan Story) and continue
to look for volunteers to help with its
mission to fight child hunger through
community and school partnerships.

If any of these describe you, you could be part of a team
from UBC working with the Minnesota Council of
Churches (MCC) setting up an apartment for a new family.
The MCC will deliver all furnishings to the apartment.
Volunteers are needed to transform an empty apartment
and a pile of furniture and household items into a home.
This means arranging furniture, making beds, putting
dishes away, and making a space feel like home. This
opportunity would be great for a group of friends,
neighbors, or a church group to do together.
If you'd like to be part of a team, contact Trish Donley at
patricia.donley63@gmail.com or 612-386-2856.

If you are interested in participating and
were not able to attend last month's
training session, you can view the video at
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1weZXxgd
bX58bK2yKy8sNBL0SAtTRTrvW/view
You can view a training video that
demonstrates what the role entails, at
https://vimeo.com/583045688
The Minneapolis Public School District has
indicated that they are able to
accommodate outside vendors at this time,
with masks as a precaution.
As we receive more information about
timing and when volunteers will need to
start, we will provide additional
information.
Kim Donley and John Medeiros, Outreach
Co-Coordinators
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Meals on Wheels Volunteers Needed
UBC has an opportunity to participate in Meals on
Wheels every 6th week. Meals are picked up near UBC
around 11:30 am by daily volunteer drivers. It usually
takes about an hour to deliver all meals in the SE area.
Please contact Marie LaFrance at 763-220-8909 if you
can help.
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