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From the Pastor

Bless this Earth

T

he summer months are passing by.
Our friends in Michigan are being
flooded while we endure drought
two states away. The climate is warming,
fire rages across the land, choking us, and
causing brilliant sunset colors through
the haze. Water is life, and so is air.
At the end of August, we will finally break
ground on our rain garden project. We'll
install four rain gardens anticipating that it will
actually rain again. When it does, the stormwater will
flow to these gardens, feeding native plantings and
letting them filter the water through the ground
instead of flowing directly to the sewers and into the
Mississippi.

The Worship Planning Team decided in
July to use Sacred Space as our theme in
the coming year. Imagine how we could
consider our time together, our
intention and physical presence as
sacred.
We're also looking at doing some roof
repairs, as a result of some hail damage.
At least I am hoping that we'll be able to
add solar power generation to our roof area (I know,
I'm getting ahead of myself). Imagine how we can
use our building and grounds to show better
stewardship of our world. That might be considered
good news.
Blessings and Peace,

The revamped gardens will serve not only as a
practical way to move water away from our building
and away from the street, it will also educate our
neighbors and add a different kind of beauty to our
little corner in Dinkytown. Thanks to Hennepin
County and the Mississippi Watershed Management
Organization for generous grants that will help us
manage the stormwater.

Doug Donley

Photo of lilies in the UBC garden by Jim Ross
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UNIVERSITY BAPTIST CHURCH COVID-19 PROTOCOL
FOR USE OF BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
INDOOR GUIDELINES
•
•
•
•

Masks and six-foot distancing are optional for vaccinated people; this includes singing.
Masks and six-foot distancing are strongly encouraged for anyone who has not been vaccinated in
order to protect themselves and others; this includes singing. The only exception to this is with
tenants of the building who are alone in their own offices; they do not need to wear masks.
Unvaccinated people need not follow six-foot distancing guidelines (though masks are strongly
encouraged) while in their social pods (a small group of people who form their own social circle to
safely interact without maintaining six-foot distancing).
Sanitizing hands and surfaces are strongly encouraged.

OUTDOOR GUIDELINES
•
•
•
•

Masks and six-foot distancing are optional for vaccinated people; this includes singing.
Masks and six-foot distancing are strongly encouraged for anyone who has not been vaccinated in
order to protect themselves and others.
When outdoors, unvaccinated people may remove their masks when in their social pods (a small
group of people who form their own social circle to safely interact without masks and without
maintaining six-foot distancing).
Worship will be indoors when the weather precludes outdoor worship.
Updated 6/20/2021
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UBC hosted an event in July offering free showers,
haircuts, food (donated by Raising Cane’s) and
other resources to our unsheltered neighbors.
The Minnesota Daily published an article about
these efforts, coordinated by The Accompanying
Unsheltered Neighbors Collaborative, a coalition
of organizations and businesses in the Southeast
Como and Marcy-Holmes area. You can read the
article in this link.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thurs

1
2
9 am Joys & Concerns
10 am Worship

3

10
7 pm
Memoir
Group

5
6
10 am
Garden Team
6:30 pm Caregivers
Support Group
12
13
10 am
Garden Team

7

8
9
9 am Joys & Concerns
10 am Worship
11:30 am Council

4
4 pm
Worship
Planning
Team
11

15
9 am Joys & Concerns
10 am Worship
11 am Take down
tent
5 pm Shaped Note
Singing

17

18
6:15 pm
Bells

19
10 am
Garden Team

20

21

25
6:15 pm
Bells
TBD Choir

26
10 am
Garden Team

27

28
11 am Char
Follett’s
service
4 pm BPFNA
conference

16

Rain Garden
Project begins
7 pm Knitting
Group
22
23
24
9 am Joys & Concerns
7 pm
10 am Worship
Memoir
Group

Newsletter
deadline

29
30
9 am Joys & Concerns
10 am Worship

Fri

Sat

14
12:30 pm
Book Group

31

Megan is UBCF Board President
Megan Gunnar Dahlberg was elected President of
the UBC Foundation (UBCF) board of directors at a
board meeting held July 8. Effective this year, the
UBCF board was reduced from 11 to 8 members;
elected members from 9 to 6 and terms of office
from 6 to 4 years.
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What’s Going On
Sunday Mornings
9 am – Joys & Concerns via Zoom
August 1, 8, 15 at 10 am – Worship on the church lawn (or sanctuary
in inclement weather)
Aug. 22, 29 (and after) at 10 am – Worship in the sanctuary
We will continue to have prerecorded services available, too. We will also continue
to meet on Zoom before the 10 am worship hour. At 10 am, we will close out the
Zoom meeting. You can watch the recorded service by clicking on the link you'll
find at http://www.ubcmn.org. For the first three Sundays of Aug., if we cannot meet outdoors at 10 am due
to inclement weather, Pastor Doug will send an email by 8 am confirming we will be meeting in the sanctuary.
ZOOM INFO: Meeting ID 839 4725 7444 passcode 257750
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83947257444?pwd=cFZCWEdqUkR0RDgwT0JwT3hrQ3FpUT09_

Upcoming Sermon Topics from the “Grab Bag”
August 1: "Optimism in the Face of Pessimism" Romans 8:18-28
August 8: "Forgiveness" Matthew 18:21-35
_______________________________________________________________________________________
Worship Planning Team – Wed., Aug. 4 from 4-6 pm. We welcome your
ideas and input as we make the transition back to the building and explore the
best way to integrate our online community to our in-person worship
experiences.
______________________________________________________________________
Bells Practice – Wednesdays at 6:15 pm in the church sanctuary.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Garden Team – Thursdays at 10 am
Come help beautify our church gardens! We have tools and gloves available, and will mostly
work on weeding, pruning and watering. Park in the Mormon lot or behind the church. Feel free
to join us whenever you're available! If you have any questions, please contact Trish Donley at
crazyazgal@msn.com.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Caregivers Support Group – Aug. 5 (1st Thurs.) at 6:30 pm on the church lawn (or
in the lounge if bad weather.) UBCers who have an elderly parent meet for support. If you
have questions, please contact Jean Lubke at lubk0001@umn.edu.
__________________________________________________________________________
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More of What’s Going On
Memoir Writing Group – Aug. 10 & 24 (every other Tues.) at 7 pm
The group has decided to continue meeting every other week through the summer. All
are welcome! New prompts include vacation, first car, room in the house you grew up
in, in addition to whatever other topics we are moved to write about. Contact Trish
Donley if you have any question at crazyazgal@msn.com. (See some of the members’
work on page 13.)
ZOOM INFO: Meeting ID: 810 6944 9838 passcode: 244380
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81069449838?pwd=ZWNIUmMzNXRSYlFYaHJUczk2ZmRoUT09

_________________________________________________________________________________________

UBC Grace in Contemporary Literature by Women Book Group – Aug. 14 (2nd
Sat.) at 12:30 pm (note earlier start time for this month only) at the home of Kim Donley and
via Zoom if desired. The book this month is Educated by Tara Westover. Bring a salad to share
for our annual potluck salad lunch. Dessert and beverages provided. If you have any questions,
please contact Chris Follett at chrisf2828@yahoo.com.
ZOOM INFO: meeting ID 815 2376 4072 passcode 525996
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82720573517?pwd=VHM4M0paV0lEKzVzQjZuZkl3aVluUT09

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Shaped Note/Sacred Harp Singing – Sunday,
Aug. 15 from 5-7 pm on the UBC lawn.
______________________________________________________________________
UBC-FCC Knitting Group – Aug. 16 (3rd Mon.) at 7 pm at the home of Karen
Sorensen. We will meet on her patio if the weather is nice, or indoors if not. The group is
made up of stitchers from UBC and First Congregational Church. All are welcome! If you
have any questions, please contact Chris Follett at chrisf2828@yahoo.com.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Celebration of Life for Char Follett – Aug. 28 at 11 am. Join the Follett
family in celebration of Char’s life and love for UBC, her friends, and family. Wear
colorful clothes. A reception with light refreshments will follow in the Adele Fadden
Assembly Hall in the UBC basement. An assortment of her treasured books and
other belongings will be available for you to take in remembrance of Char. Please
see Betty Shaw, Sue Wester or Trish Donley if you can help with set up or clean up.
NOTE: The Celebration of Life service will be recorded and available on UBC’s YouTube channel in early Sept.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

Baptist Peace Fellowship of North America
Summer Conference – Aug. 28 at 4 pm via Zoom.
The second virtual BPFNA/ Bautistas Por La Paz summer
conference is under way. There are lots of workshops to
choose from all month long. The summer conference concludes with a plenary session on Aug. 28, in the late
afternoon/evening. By the way, Doug Donley has recently been elected to serve on the Board of
Directors. For more information and to register, go to https://www.bpfna.org/conference-conferencia1
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Otto Lubke Dedication – July 18
Although a year later
than planned due to
COVID, Otto was
dedicated in front of
many friends and
family on July 18.
L to r: Doug Donley,
Carrie Lubke with
Otto, Jonathan Lubke,
with David Lesniaski
in the background.
Otto Lubke was not
that interested in
whatever Doug was
saying!
Photo by Jim Ross

Parents Carrie and Jonathan holding a
quiet (for the moment) Otto.
Photo by Jean Lubke

Proud Great-Grandma Kit Burch
Photo by Nadean Bishop
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GET READY TO SEE CHANGES—INSIDE AND OUT
By Gayla Marty

Changes on the lawn

WANTED: NEW HOMES FOR DISPLACED
FLOWERING PLANTS

The UBC rain gardens are coming! On August 16,
construction will begin to alter our church landscape
to capture rainfall and route it away from our lower
level and also the city storm drains. In this year of
drought, and with ever increasing extreme weather
events, we are reminded how important it is to
reduce flooding—inside and outside our building—
and save precious rain water to nourish our yard,
some of the last green space in Dinkytown.

While many new plantings will arrive at UBC, many
of our old friends will need to find new homes. If
you have a spot to receive one or more of the
following plants, you can claim them now! What
remains will be offered to our project partners.
Day lilies • Assorted bulbs (tulips, crocus,
daffodils) • Phlox • Hostas • Iris (yellow and
purple) • Chrysanthemums • Lily of the valley
Some of the tougher plants to move, with no
guarantees, are: Hydrangea • Baptista
• Honeysuckle • Spirea

UBC has received grants for this work—$50,000 from
the Mississippi River Watershed Management
Organization, and a Good Steward Grant of $6,900
from Hennepin County. Partnerships with several
organizations helped us get the grants: MarcyHolmes Neighborhood Association, three southeast
churches, tenant Gaia School, and the Twin Cities
Sacred Harp Singers. Singer Barb Patterson is the
grant writer who shepherded this through.

Please contact Diane Ehr or Trish Donley if you
are interested in any of the above. Plants must be
claimed on or before August 15. (The garden team
will be on site on Thursday, August 5 and 12, 10
a.m. to noon.) Any assistance you are able to
provide to select and remove your plants will be
greatly appreciated.

Metro Blooms has designed the gardens and will do
most of the site preparation, and Helping Hands is an
organization that will do much of the planting.

The UBC garden team, which meets on Thursdays, is
working with Metro Blooms and the Mississippi River
Watershed Management Organization to get ready
and support the rain gardens.

Construction of awnings over the basement windows
is expected to begin in the first half of August. Then
on August 15, after Sunday worship, our tent will be
taken down. Landscape work will take place over the
next two weeks, ending before Labor Day. We will
see, first, some of our beloved gardens disappear . . .
and then new gardens take their place and expand.

Changes in the sanctuary
As we get ready to return to worship in our sanctuary
later this month, the Council and Worship Planning
Team are working to improve our technology to
begin livestreaming services again and applying
lessons we’ve learned over the past year.

Our cornerstone, laid 100 years ago this year, will
become visible again. The ground will be regraded to
slope away from the foundation. The new awnings
over the basement windows near the playground will
direct roof runoff away from the window wells. New
pollinator-friendly and native plants and benches will
be added. Swales and grates to catch and route the
rain will appear. Signs will be added to explain and
educate all of us about rain water.

On July 22, our de facto technology task force spent
two hours consulting with livestreaming theater/arts
expert Aaron Fiskradetz to identify needs and next
steps. Aaron was recommended by First
Congregational Church, where he has been
consulting on a similar project in the past few
months.
Continued on page 8
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Changes – continued

WANTED: TECH TALENT
We need tech-savvy and inspired volunteers to
learn how to run the new livestreaming
software—Open-source Broadcast System—and
hardware, so we can share the fun and
experience of bringing UBC to the world each
Sunday. We’d like 4-6 volunteers to work in
rotation and share expertise. Please contact Jean
Lubke to learn more, lubk0001@umn.edu or
651-295-7525.

Coming up soon, we will be consulting with an audio
engineer to adapt our existing sound system to work
better for all our needs. We will also purchase a new
computer to be the tech hub for livestreaming. We
want to be able to worship together in real time,
many of us in the pews and some of us far away and
online.

August Birthdays
10
13
15
16
17
19
21
22
26

Every Meal Volunteer Training
School is fast approaching and Every Meal is
busy making preparations for the year ahead!
Are you able to help distribute food at a local SE
Mpls school this fall? Want to learn more?
Every Meal will host training sessions on Aug.
18, 19, 23, and 24 and are offering both inperson and virtual sessions.
Please RSVP for the day and time that works
best for you: SIGN UP HERE (press Ctrl and
click)

Bev Bullard
William Mavity, Nancy Myers
Margie Garmers
Leona Juergens
Claire Mavity, Alan Ehr
Amanda Donley
Holly Hanson
Laura Justin
Roger Johnson

August Anniversaries
4
7
22
30

Please see John Medeiros or Kim Donley if you
have any questions.

Thank you!
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Terri & Ty Wottrich
Kim & Doug Donley
Gayla Marty & Pat Mavity
Lu & Bob Carman
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Dinkytown Development
As you have probably heard or seen, there
are two gaping holes in the Dinkytown
landscape. The buildings that used to house
Dinkytown Wine & Spirits, McDonald's,
Pagoda, Five Guys, Himalayan, and
Hideaway, have all been leveled to make way
for new development. Each building will be
6-7 stories of housing with commercial
space on the ground floor. There will be
some tenant parking, but not much. Each
building is hoping to be open by the start of
the 2023 school year.
Photos by Doug Donley

There will certainly be disruption during
construction, but eventually we will have
new neighbors and businesses. Hopefully
some of the current businesses will return in
the new spaces. There is even talk of a
grocery store in the building on 15th
between 4th and 5th. One item of interest
was a ghost sign revealed on a 4th street
building advertising jewelry--a nod to times
gone by.

Top two photos at
corner of 4th St. SE
and 15th Ave. SE.
Photo on right on
4th St. SE just east
of 13th Ave SE.
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Baby Has Arrived!
Baby Theo was born to parents Claire Mavity and Chris Loch on July 25 at
7:02 pm, weighing in at 8lbs.10oz., and measuring 22”. Congrats to the
new parents (and grandparents!). Now that the baby has arrived, Claire
and Chris would welcome your support by bringing them meals. Their
friend Eleni set up a Google doc which you can access here. Please note
reference to allergies and preferences. Please call or text when you're on
your way: 612-728-8905.
If you'd like to choose a gift from their baby
registry, go to this link: babylist.com/baby-LochMavity

Save the Date!
There will be a Meet & Greet baby shower
during an extended coffee time on
Sunday, Sept. 26
Contact Trish Donley or Deidre Druk
if you have questions
All are welcome!!

If needed, you can have your gift shipped to them
at 3048 16th Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55407.

Special Offering for July and August

Online Giving Available

Ministries that Promote Racial Justice and
Understanding

You
can
now
donate
funds
electronically via the UBC website. Go
to ubcmn.org and scroll down to the
middle of the page and click on "Giving"
under “Quick Links.” You will have
several options for donations (pledge,
Fellowship Fund, mission offering, etc.).

We believe that the church is for all people, and that God
calls us to help heal the pain caused by the injustices of
racism around us. The special offerings for July and August will go toward ministries that promote racial justice
and understanding and that help create a world that dismantles white supremacy and its acts of institutional racism.
We have used these offerings in the past to support organizations like The One Fund, which supports local African American ministries whose communities suffer from
historic inequities, and the Council on American-Islamic
Relations, which builds coalitions that promote racial and
religious justice and mutual understanding. Please consider a gift to our July and August special offering to support our work to promote racial equity and justice.
John Medeiros
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Click on one of them and indicate how
much and often you want to give.
Please choose the option to add a small
amount to your gift to help reduce
processing fees. You may want to set
up an account with Vanco, our
administrator, to keep track of your
giving.
If you have any questions, please see
Denise Roy or Chris Follett.
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UBC-Judson Pride Booth
Thanks to all the volunteers for setting up and staffing
the Pride Booth in Loring Park July 17-18.

Thanks to John Medeiros and Déadra Moore
from our partner church, Judson Memorial
Baptist, for setting up and decorating the
tent for the Pride Festival.
Photo by John Medeiros

Pastor Doug and his daughters, Becca and
Amanda, enjoying the Pride Festival.
Photo by Marcy Schultz (on Doug’s phone)
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President’s Column
It’s All About Family

S

ummer is a particularly special time for
those of us living in northern climates.
In Minnesota, it’s the season of cabins,
boating, picnics, gardening, and grilling. At
UBC, it’s the season of outdoor services,
grab-bag sermons, enjoying the company of
snowbirds, and taking a welcome break
from many regular church activities such as
forums and choir.

fully vaccinated while in the U.S. For the
“Germans,” leaving the U.S. means not
only parting from Minnesota family, but
also parting from each other knowing
they may be unable to gather in Europe
anytime soon due to Delta variant
restrictions.
Despite the pandemic, we were able to gather for a
long-overdue Roy/Pickering family reunion in the
heat of Arizona. We planned the reunion knowing it
might be cancelled due to the pandemic, but we
were motivated to try by the prospect of celebrating
together the 65th wedding anniversaries of brothers
Doug and Mel, married to Betty and Shirley,
respectively, as well as the 90th birthday of sister
Marlys. Thankfully, everything worked out and we
enjoyed a tremendously fun time reconnecting and
reminiscing.

For the Roys, summer is also the time to gather with
our overseas family, now extended from home base
in Berlin (sister Lisa) to Cork, Ireland (nephew
Edmund) and Edinburgh, Scotland (niece Clara).
Thanks to the pandemic, we went almost two years
without a gathering, so it was especially wonderful to
be together this summer. We enjoyed seeing many of
you at UBC services!
Also thanks to the pandemic, gathering was more
challenging than usual. Edmund and Clara wrestled
with the decision whether to travel without being
fully vaccinated. The three “Germans” (as we like to
call them) suffered significant uncertainty and
expense from cancelled and changed flights caused
by ongoing COVID disruptions. Clara has begun a 10day quarantine back in Scotland despite now being

I hope you have had a rewarding summer despite the
challenges you’ve faced, whether caused by
excessive heat, health challenges, continuing COVID
limitations, distance from loved ones, fires, or
something else. I look forward to seeing many of you
in person (and indoors!) at UBC this August and
beyond.
– Denise Roy

Back: Betty, Shirley
Front: Marlys, Doug, Mel

The Roy/Pickering Clan. Photos from Denise Roy
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FINANCIAL SECRETARY’S REPORT for Fiscal Year End 2021
Our fiscal year ended on a very positive note. Pledges were somewhat
less than expected, by $3,800. However, rental income was $9,300
more than budgeted. Additionally,
new members and some members
who had not pledged for this year
made some welcome gifts.

Next year's budget anticipated a surplus of $25,000. I don't have a final
number on expenses, but we are certainly close to that amount.
This is my last report as Financial Secretary - but UBC continues to surprise me. I trust all of you will keep
life just as interesting for Chris.

We usually expect about $9,000 from the loose offering and other individual gifts. For this year, the
loose offering category was rather minimal, but the
individual gifts totaled $18,500! In total, gifts and
rents were $15,400 more than expected.

The Foundation is also in a stronger position as the
fiscal year ends. The rise in the stock market has
given us more options. The percentage of our
budget which comes from the Foundation increased
in 2020-21. The regular withdrawal, based on past
earnings, was 7% of the budget.

All of this, combined with the $5,100 from the rest of
the Payroll Protection grant, puts our total operating
income $20,500 over budget.

The extra withdrawal, to fund the facilities supervisor position, is $26,000 or 9% of the budget.
The Foundation funds are transferred to the UBC
checking account as needed by the Treasurer.

Operating Income 2020-21
%
Budget
Expected
Received Over (short)
Pledge Income
58%
$176,455
$176,500
$172,700
($3,800)
Rental Income
16%
50,000
50,000
$59,300
$9,300
Other income*
3%
10,000
10,000
$19,900
$9,900
Subtotal
78%
$236,455
$236,500
$251,900
$15,400
Carry-forward
7%
$20,407
$20,407
Payroll Protection Program
$5,100
$5,100
Foundation
16%
$48,000
$48,000
Total Operating
100%
$304,862
$325,407
$20,545
Justice & Outreach
$15,000
$7,236
Total Budget
$319,862
*individual gifts, loose offering & miscellaneous income
The total mission offerings were about half of what we thought they might be. The budget estimated $15,000
and the total received was $7,200.
The Mission Offering for May & June supported Refugee Services & the Sanctuary program here at UBC. We
have received $400 for this cause
Nancy Myers, Financial Secretary (term ended June 30, 2021)
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FINANCIAL SECRETARY’S REPORT
July was the first month of the 2021-22 fiscal
year and the start of my new (returning) role
as Financial Secretary. I hope that I can continue to provide the same exemplary and
seamless service as did long-time super-volunteer Nancy Myers. Thank you, Nancy!

Other gifts and miscellaneous income provide
3% of our budget. These are mostly gifts made
by pledgers beyond their pledge or from people
who did not pledge. Based on past years, we expect about $10,000 in donations for the year.
Thanks to a large undesignated donation, to date
(just one month!), we've received $16,700.

UBC purchased new software to track contributions.
Your giving reports will look different than those
used in the past. Please allow me some grace as I
learn the ropes! Feel free to contact me anytime if
you have questions about your pledge.

UBC's projected operating income for 2021-22 is a little over $345,000. This includes the (estimated)
$25,355 carry-forward from 2020-21 and the Foundation distribution of $54,739.

See Nancy’s final report above for the 2020-21 fiscal
year wrap up.

The Foundation distribution is 17%, which includes
9% ($29,406) for the facilities supervisor position.

After only one month into the new fiscal year,
pledges and rent payments are slightly ahead of expected pro rata due to some pre-paid pledges and
past due rent being paid.

The Foundation Funds are transferred to the UBC
checking account as needed by the Treasurer.

Operating Income 2021-22
%
Budget
Pledge Income
55%
$180,000
Rental Income
18%
$60,000
Other income*
3%
$10,000
Subtotal
$250,000
Carry-forward
8%
$25,355
Foundation
17%
$54,739
Total Operating
100%
$330,094
Justice & Outreach
$15,000
*individual gifts, loose offering & miscellaneous income

Expected
$15,000
$5,000
$833
$20,833

Received
$16,101.72
$5,668.34
$10,376.00
$32,146.06

Over (short)
$1,101.72
$668.34
$9,542.67
$11,312.73

$1,150.00

Our budget anticipates $15,000 in designated Justice & Outreach programs over the course of the year.
Gifts for special offerings can be mailed to UBC.
The Mission Offering for July and August supports Racial Justice programs. To date we have received $200
for this cause.
Chris Follett, Financial Secretary
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Oldie but Goodie!!
(thanks to Jean Lubke for digging this out of the
archives!)

Presented at Martha Pittenger’s
farewell party (1994?)
by Lee Freeman
Part of our music director’s charm was her
unique, sometimes irreverent, but picturesque
church vocabulary, which came to be known as
“Martha-isms.” Lee Freeman gave us a list at the
party.
Yea God! – hymn or anthem of praise
Downer – any hymn in a minor key
Hot Gospel – old-time hymn from 19th century
Leave ‘em limp – anthem, solo or duet that is
very lush
Wear your hip boots – music from the high
romantic period
Knock their socks off – spectacular and loud
music
Killer Bach – very fast finger work required
Get the Queen down the aisle – a big prelude
Come to Jesus session – a serious confrontation
Fork-over Sunday – Pledge Sunday
Hot Tub Sunday – a service of baptism
Star music time – Epiphany
Get him up Sunday – Easter
Menu – the bulletin or order of worship
Show time – time to get the service under way
Worship spectacular – a service featuring extra
musical talent
Sacred doodle – filler music to cover motion
Diminished Seventh – transition from one part
of the service to another
Three Kings’ chairs – ornate chairs in front
Strike the set – change arrangement of furniture
(or decorations) at front of the sanctuary
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